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German   Government   with   regard   to  Franco-German  relations  in
general and the question of Danzig in particular.

On December 6, 193S, the French and German Governments
signed a declaration in accordance with which they solemnly recog-
nized the existing frontiers between France and Germany as finally
iixed, and according to which also they desired to use all their efforts
for the establishment of peaceful and good neighbourly relations
between the two countries.

On the side of the Government of the Reich, this declaration was
the logical sequel to the policy of understanding with France
continually followed ever since that Government came into power;
a policy which, in principle, it would still wish to maintain.

As to }Tour remark about the reservation recorded in Article 3 of
the Franco-German declaration concerning the special relations of
France and of Germany with regard to third Powers, it is unquestion-
ably not correct to say that this reservation implies a recognition of
France's special relations with Poland. In the conversations which
took place in Berlin and Paris at the time of the preliminary negotia-
tions on the subject of the declaration, and on the occasion of the
signature, it was on the contrary perfectly clear that the reservation
referred to the special relations of friendship of France towards Great
Britain and of Germany towards Italy. We were in agreement, in
particular, at the time of our conversations in Paris on December 6,
1938, in considering that respect for vital reciprocal interests must be
the prior condition and the principle of the future development of
good Franco-German relations.

On that occasion, I expressly pointed out that Eastern Europe
constituted a sphere of German interests, and, contrary to what is
stated in your note, you then stressed on your part, that, in France's
attitude with regard to the problems of Eastern Europe, a radical
change had taken place since the Munich conference.

In direct contradiction to this attitude established by us at the
beginning oi December stands the fact that France has taken
advantage of the Fiihrer's generous proposal to Poland for the settle-
ment of the question of Danzig and of Poland's somewhat peculiar
reaction, in order to contract with that country fresh commitments,
strengthened and aimed at Germany. At the end of your note, these
commitments are defined in such a way that any military intervention
by Poland, on the occasion of any departure from the status quo in
Danzig, would lead France to give immediate military assistance to
Poland.

With regard to this policy of the French Government, I have the
following comments to make:

(1) Germany, just as it has never interfered in France's vital
interests, must reject, once for all and categorically, any interference
by France in its spheres of vital interest. Germany's relations with
its Eastern neighbours, whatever form they assume, in no way affect
French interests; they are a matter which only concerns German
policy. Accordingly the Government of the Reich does not find itself
in a position to discuss with the French Government questions